
WELCOME TO THE 2021 VIRTUAL 
ANNUAL MEETING



VIRTUAL MEETING LOGISTICS AND GROUND RULES

1. We will be showing a PowerPoint during the meeting. For best 
viewing, PLEASE MAKE SURE YOUR ZOOM IS SET TO SPEAKER 
VIEW as opposed to Gallery View.

2. Due to the number of attendees, ALL PARTICIPANTS WILL BE 
MUTED DURING THE MEETING with the exception of speakers 
and panelists.  Thank you for your understanding.

3. You are welcome to SUBMIT QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS IN 
THE CHAT BOX. We have people monitoring the Chat Box that will 
pass things on to the appropriate speakers and panelists.

4. PLEASE TREAT PEOPLE WITH RESPECT AND BE CONSTRUCTIVE 
with your comments and questions.  

The Downtown Minneapolis Neighborhood Association (DMNA) exists to promote the common 
good and general welfare of the residents, businesses, and employees of Downtown Minneapolis.



AGENDA

6:00 pm Welcome and Introductions by DMNA Board President Pam McCrea 
▪ Introduction of current DMNA Board Members 
▪ Recognition of outgoing DMNA Board Members Max Erickson and Kevin Frazell
▪ 2021 Accomplishments
▪ Approval of updated DMNA Bylaws

6:10 pm Elections to the DMNA Board of Directors 
▪ Introduction of the candidates (Call for nominations from the floor if any) – Candidates have 2-3 minutes to introduce 

themselves (board applications are available on the DMNA Website)
o Jim Bishop
o Abby Larson
o Douglas Pearson
o Tomek Rajtar (Incumbent)

▪ Voting via SurveyMonkey link inserted into Zoom Chat box (You must live, work or own property in Downtown East or 
Downtown West to vote in the DMNA Board Election.  Voting will be open until 8 p.m.)

6:20 pm Updates by Elected Officials
▪ Ward 3 Council Member Steve Fletcher (CONFIRMED)
▪ District 4 MRPB Commissioner Jono Cowgill (CONFIRMED)

6:35 pm Downtown Public Safety Update
▪ 1st Precinct Update by Lieutenant Mark Klukow and Lieutenant Kelly O’Rourke and Crime Prevention Specialist Renee Allen 

(CONFIRMED)
▪ DID Safety Initiatives Update by Shane Zahn (CONFIRMED)

6:50 pm DMNA Treasurer’s Report by DMNA Board Member Dianne Walsh

7:00 pm Committee Reports
▪ Branding Committee Update by Dianne Walsh

o Historic Buildings Signage Project video by Peter Zenner
▪ Civic Engagement Committee Update by Max Erickson
▪ Land Use Committee Update by Kevin Frazell
▪ HOA Advisory Group by Dustin Sprouse

7:20 pm DMNA 2021 Volunteer of the Year Award presented by DMNA Board President Pam McCrea

7:25 pm Concluding Remarks by DMNA Board President Pam McCrea
▪ Preliminary un-official election results (Results are subject to verification by the DMNA Neighborhood Coordinator and 

an outside third party to ensure accuracy.  Official results will be posted by Wednesday, October 27 at 5 p.m.)

7:30 pm Adjournment



MEET THE DMNA BOARD AND STAFF

Max Erickson
Kevin Frazell, 

Vice President
Pam McCrea, 

President
Tomek Rajtar Andy Gittleman

Dianne Walsh, 
Treasurer

Christie Hantge, 
Executive Director

Joe TamburinoCarletta Sweet, 
Secretary

Laurie Rice



THANK YOU TO OUTGOING BOARD MEMBERS

Max Erickson Kevin Frazell, 
Vice President



2021 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Presented by Board President Pam McCrea



Other Accomplishments include:
• Launched new Website

• Unveiled a Neighborhood Identification Signage Project

o Historic Signage for 16 buildings in the Mill District

o Metal neighborhood boundary signs for Downtown East 

and Downtown West

o Banners for the Mill District and the Gateway District

• Hosted a very successful National Night Out celebration at The 

Commons on August 3;

• Hosted DMNA Days at the Mill City Farmers Market in June and 

September;

• Co-hosted three election related forums with the North Loop 

Neighborhood Association

o Governance Charter Amendment

o Public Safety Charter Amendment

o Ward 3 City Council Candidates Forum

DMNA 2021 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Our Financial Contributions in 2021 include the following:

• $30,000 to the Mill City Farmers Market for 2021, 2022 and 

2023; 

• $7,375 to the Mill City Farmers Market for additional COVID 

related expenses for the 2021 Summer Market;

• $30,000 to the Minneapolis Downtown Council’s Greening Lab 

for the Tree Watering and Tree Tag Project for 2021, 2022 and 

2023; 

• $44,000 to Working Partnerships for the Hospitality Worker Relief 

Program due to the COVID-19 pandemic; 

• $60,000 for the DID Social Worker Street Outreach Program;

• $25,000 for Mad Dads Street Outreach Program;

• $50,000 for the Neighborhood Identification Signage Project; and

• $25,000 for the Midwest Skateboard Alliance



APPROVAL OF REVISED DMNA BYLAWS

Necessary to comply with state law and Minneapolis Neighborhoods 2020

• Eligible voting members are residents, owners or business lessees of real property, or representatives of 
other organizations in the neighborhoods of Downtown West and East.

• Members elect board of directors and approve by-laws changes. May vote on other matters as referred by 
the board or may call special member meeting upon petition of 25.

• Board must have 7 - 9 members, age 18 or older; 2/3's must be residents.
• Board terms are 3 years; no more than 25% of board may have served more than 6 consecutive years.
• Board members automatically removed for continued non-attendance at meetings; can also be removed by 

supermajority vote of remaining members.
• Remote participation in board meetings allowed.
• All Board meetings open to the public unless dealing with personnel, legal, or other sensitive matter.
• Officers - titles of "Chair" and "Vice Chair" replaced by "President" and "Vice President“.
• Title of "Neighborhood Coordinator" replaced by "Executive Director"; position remains as independent 

contractor rather than employee.
• Clarification of structure and role of committees and task forces.
• Diversity, equity, and inclusion expectations.



Elections to the Board of Directors

Facilitated by Board President Pam McCrea 



You must live, work or own property in Downtown East or Downtown West to vote in the election.



Meet the DMNA Board Candidates

Abby Larson 
(Works at the Encore)

Douglas Pearson (Lives 
at Centre Village)

Tomek Rajtar, Incumbent 
(Lives at the Atrium 

Apartments)

Jim Bishop
(Lives at the Bridgewater)



Voting via Survey Monkey



UPDATES BY ELECTED OFFICIALS

MPRB 4th DISTRICT 
COMMISSIONER 
JONO COWGILL

WARD 3 COUNCIL MEMBER 
STEVE FLETCHER



DOWNTOWN PUBLIC SAFETY UPDATE

MPD 1st Precinct 
Lieutenant Mark Klukow

MPD 1st Precinct 
Lieutenant Kelly O’Rourke

Shane Zahn, 
Director of Safety Initiatives, 

Minneapolis Downtown 
Improvement District

Renee Allen, 
Crime Prevention Specialist



Treasurer’s Report

DMNA Board Member and 
Treasurer Dianne Walsh



Expenditures Description

$10,000 per year for next three 
years (2021, 2022 and 2023)

Mill City Farmers Market 

$7,375 Mill City Farmers Market for COVID related expenses at the Summer Market

$10,000 per year for next three 
years (2021, 2022 and 2023)

Minneapolis Downtown Council’s Greening Lab – Tree Watering Project

$10,000 Pianos on Parade (carryover from last summer)

$44,000 Working Partnership’s for the Twin Cities Hospitality Worker Relief Program

$60,000 DID Social Worker Outreach

$25,000 DID Mad Dads Outreach

$50,000 Neighborhood Identification Signage Project (Historic signs and boundary signs and banners)

$25,000 Midwest Skateboard Alliance for the Downtown Breakroom Skatepark

$281,375 Total

Treasurer’s Report as of 9/30/21
Community Participation Program: $92,228.21 – Balance at year end will rollover into the Equitable Engagement Fund

Neighborhood Revitalization Program: $239,114.27

Neighborhood Priorities Plan: $53,580.27 – Balance at year end will rollover into the Equitable Engagement Fund



The Future of Neighborhood Funding

NEIGHBORHOODS 2020

Citywide Neighborhood 
Network Fund

Downtown East Downtown West Total

$15,000.00 $15,000.00 $30,000.00

Equitable Engagement 
Fund

Downtown East Downtown West Total

$7,483.00 $19,019.00 $26,502.00



Branding Committee 
Report

Committee Chairperson Dianne Walsh



Historic Building Signage Project



Historic Building Signage Video



Civic Engagement 
Committee Report

Committee Chairperson Max Erickson



National Night Out on August 3



Neighborhood Identification Signage Project



Land Use Committee Report

Board Member and Committee 
Chairperson Kevin Frazell



• 21 Washington Avenue N. – Demolition and project as a whole

• Disposition of the Upper St. Anthony Falls Lock and Dam

• 425 6th Street South Parking Ramp Signage

• 314 1st Avenue North Certificate of Appropriateness

• Owamni Restaurant liquor license application

• 216 7th Street South Certificate of Appropriateness application

• Chambers Hotel liquor license application

• Stone Arch and Washburn Lofts Certificate of Appropriateness 

application

• Brill Building Certificate of Appropriateness application

• St. Olaf Catholic Church Affordable Housing Project

• Rand Hotel liquor license application

• Hyatt Place Hotel liquor license application

• Farmers Kitchen + Bar liquor license application

• EaTo Bottle Shop liquor license application

• Farmers Kitchen + Bar Certificate of Appropriateness application

• Breakfast Bar liquor license application

• Bolero Flats Apartments CUP for signage

• Franklin Street Properties Alternation of Nonconforming Use for Deluxe 

Corp signage

• Hotel Indigo Project

• Marquette Hotel liquor license application

• Levy Premium Food Service on-sale liquor license application only for 

Cargo Food Authority space at Target Center

• Hennepin Center for the Arts Certificate of Appropriateness application

• Red Lake Nation College Concept Plan

Letters of Support





HOA Advisory Group Report

Chairperson Dustin Sprouse



DMNA 2021 VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR

Alison Gordon and 
Melanie Hess

Kendra Jamieson Randy Manthey



CONCLUDING REMARKS
Board President Pam McCrea


