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“Connecting businesses and neighborhoods for the common good in 
the growing edges of downtown Minneapolis”



The NuLoop boundaries 
are Lyndale Avenue to 
the west, the Mississippi 
River to the
east, and from Plymouth 
Avenue south to 
Hennepin Avenue. This 
includes the North
Loop Neighborhood, the 
Warehouse District 
Business Association and
approximately 30 blocks 
of Downtown West.



www.nuloop.org
“We leverage physical and 

human assets to transform and 
connect the greater North 

Loop/Downtown West area for 
the common good”

http://www.nuloop.org/


Important Goals

Priority Nexus:
• Root District + Royalston Station/Southwest LRT
• Access-Parking-Pedestrian and Public Safety + ABC Ramps 

Re-Design
• Strategic engagement with ongoing North Loop and 

Downtown Minneapolis Neighborhood Association priorities

NūLoop Partners 
2021-2022 Goals



Priority Nexus

• Root District + Royalston-Farmer’s Market Station for 
Southwest LRT

• Access-Parking-Pedestrian and Public Safety
• Strategic community engagement with ongoing North Loop, 

Downtown Minneapolis Neighborhood Association priorities as 
well as bridging to the Harrison Neighborhood Association



Improve Connections | Offset Barriers

• Explorations of connections from Root District to downtown and 
near neighborhoods (e.g. pedestrian, wayfinding, lighting, 
messaging, etc) 

• Access-Parking-Safety: A, B, C Ramp re-envisioning + C Ramp 
Pedestrian Bridge Re-design

• Hennepin Avenue street reconstruction + NLNA Public Works 
projects



Business and Property Owner Engagement

• Explore new strategies for engaging companies and businesses 
regarding the critical concerns of transit and access and public 
safety.

• Work with local businesses and associations to reduce lower-
level crime (with NLNA, DMNA + WDBA)

• Re-open an exploration of the expansion of the mpls downtown 
improvement district into the North Loop as a potential strategy 
for focused public safety programming. 



Public Realm Surrounding Emerging 
Large Scale Projects
• Greening and Public Park Advocacy including potential public-

private partnerships



Transit Oriented Development: 
THE ROOT DISTRICT
• Formalize a multi-year strategic framework across all three work groups: 

CLIMATE, EQUITY, CREATIVITY
• Clarify and communicate (through a new digital platform and other means) 

the larger economic development narratives and opportunities for the 
district

• Reference and application of the 2019 CPED Memo + all previous 
planning documents + 2040 Comprehensive Plan for the City of 
Minneapolis

• Best practices for transit oriented development with the Southwest 
Corridor LRT doors opening at the Royalston-Farmer’s Market Station in 
2023

• Connectivity and community engagement with near neighborhood 
perspectives and populations to the west and north and downtown 
Minneapolis neighborhoods to the east and south



Urban Visioning and Livability

• Support and promote on going developments





Vibrant. Multi-Faceted. Connected. 
www.easttownmpls.org

http://www.easttownmpls.org/


East (down) Town = Two Neighborhoods

Downtown East

Elliot Park

https://www.thedmna.org/

https://www.elliotpark.org/

https://www.thedmna.org/
https://www.elliotpark.org/


Aspirations for 2021-2022

Over-Arching Themes

Recovery from COVID Impact in Social Service and Hospitality Sectors

Drawing Customers Back to District

Support DMNA and EPNI Neighborhood Association Priorities

Diverse, Equitable and Inclusive Economic Strategies

Public Realm and Safety Policies and Practices

Aspirations for 2021-2022
Over-Arching Themes

• Recovery from COVID Impact in Social Service and Hospitality Sectors

• Drawing Customers Back to District

• Support DMNA and EPNI Neighborhood Association Priorities

• Diverse, Equitable and Inclusive Economic Strategies

• Public Realm and Safety Policies and Practices



Aspirations for 2021-2022
Aspirations

Communicate effectively through social media channels and advancing 
strategic customized video projects.

Amplify broader downtown Minneapolis re-animation messaging. (mpls
downtown council + Meet Minneapolis)

Elevate the nuances of the East Town brand narrative to better leverage 
connection to neighborhoods. (Vibrant, Multi-faceted, Connected)
Support and accelerate small and diverse owned businesses in the district.

Engage all ETBP members on municipal election and public policy issues.

Aspirations for 2021-2022

Aspirations

• Communicate effectively through social media channels and advancing 
strategic customized video projects.

• Amplify broader downtown Minneapolis re-animation messaging. (mpls
downtown council + Meet Minneapolis)

• Elevate the nuances of the East Town brand narrative to better leverage 
connection to neighborhoods. (Vibrant, Multi-faceted, Connected)
• Support and accelerate small and diverse owned businesses in the district.

• Engage all ETBP members on municipal election and public policy issues.







Programs Examples
 

 
 
 
 

 
Contact 

Mark Remme 

(507) 290-1452 

mremme@mplsdowntown.com  

 

MEDIA ADVISORY 

April 29, 2021 
  

 

SISTAH Co-Op to celebrate grand opening Saturday as Body Love 

Products and TiAngy Designs open in IDS Center 

What:    G
rand Opening of Black Owned Businesses in IDS Center 

When:    Saturday, May 1, 12 p.m. 

Where:  IDS Center skyway, Suite 254, 80 South Eighth Street, Mpls, MN 55402 

Info:  In partnership with the mpls downtown council and Chameleon Shoppes, 

SISTAH Co-Op—a business collaboration operated by and for entrepreneurs of 

color—celebrates its Grand Opening on Saturday. The Grand Opening will 

include brief remarks by local leaders as SISTAH Co-Op officially opens. 

Co-founded by Sabrina Jones, owner and CEO of S & J Creations, LLC dba SJC 

Body Love Products and Angela Lamb-Onayiga, owner and president of 

TiAngy Designs, SISTAH Co-Op provides a permanent home for their own 

product lines as well as space for start-ups and smaller businesses to gain 

exposure. Both partners will provide demonstrations of healthy ways for 

women and men to care for their skin, body and spirit, a
s well as fashion 

shows and free product giveaways. 

Interviews are available upon request. Visuals include local products, retailers 

meeting with local leaders, and an opportunity to highlight the connection 

between local small businesses in downtown retail space.  

SISTAH Co-Op’s hours of operation include: 

• Tuesday-Friday (10 am-4 pm) 

• Saturday/Sunday (closed except for events) 

• Monday (by appointment only) 

Learn more at www.sjcbodylove.com/ and www.tiangydesigns.com. 

 
 

 
 

Contact:  Mark Remme, (612) 656-3824, mremme@mplsdowntown.com 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Coconut Whisk Café to celebrate Grand Opening on 

Thursday in Young Quinlan street-level space 

 
MINNEAPOLIS (May 19, 2021) — Bella (Nhi) Lam, Founder & CEO of Coconut Whisk, 

announced today the much awaited Coconut Whisk Café Grand Opening will take place 

TOMORROW, Thursday, May 20 in its new street-level space inside the historic Young 

Quinlan Building at 81 S. 9th Street (Suite 120) 

 
A Minnesota local, immigrant and first-generation college graduate of the Mission-Driven, 

Vegan and Gluten-Free brand, Coconut Whisk, is bringing a new venture to the heart of 

Downtown Minneapolis.  

 
“We are thrilled to welcome Coconut Whisk to the Young Quinlan Building,” said Robert 

Greenberg, president of The 614 Company. “It is an opportunity for us to help bring an up-

and-coming local business to the heart of downtown. We are looking forward to seeing folks 

on Nicollet Mall stopping by and enjoying what Coconut Whisk has to offer.” 

 
Lam is partnering with the mpls downtown council, Chameleon Consortium & Impact Hub 

MSP to bring this space to life alongside her partner, Myles Olson.  

 
Coconut Whisk Café will be serving up Mini Pancakes & Waffles on a Stick, handcrafted 

drinks like Boba/Bubble Tea, and will feature a retail space dedicated to BIPOC, Womxn and/or 

Locally owned brands. The cafe will have a 100 percent vegan and gluten-free menu, and a 

totally adorable mural. 
 

“Coconut Whisk is the latest example of how incredible local small businesses continue to 

thrive, and we want those businesses to be part of the downtown community,” said Steve 

Cramer, president & ceo of the mpls downtown council. “Chameleon Shoppes is again 

helping facilitate retail space in our city’s core, and we couldn’t be more excited to see 

Coconut Whisk grow and shine on Nicollet.” 

 
Regular operating hours will be Thursday to Sunday 9-2 pm starting May 20. They will extend 

the days and hours of operation in 2022. 

 
“In May 2018, I launched Coconut Whisk at farmers’ markets as a struggling college student, 

Lam said. “ Three years later, to be able to launch our brick and mortar in the same month 
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