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March 5, 2021 
 
Mr. Jonathan Sobiech and Ms. Nan Bischoff 
District Engineer, St. Paul District, Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: Regional Planning and Environmental Division North 
180 Fifth Street East 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
mplslocksdisposition@usace.army.mil  
 
Dear Mr. Sobiech and Ms. Bischoff: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Downtown Minneapolis Neighborhood Association (DMNA) Board of Directors in response to the 
USACE Upper St. Anthony Falls Lock and Dam Disposition Study draft report, issued on January 20, 2021.  The DMNA 
represents the interests of people who live, work and own property in the Downtown East and Downtown West 
neighborhoods in Downtown Minneapolis.  Activities and development that take place on the Minneapolis Riverfront are of 
upmost concern to our constituents.   
 
The DMNA wants to affirm the importance of the federal infrastructure at St. Anthony Falls to our community.  We want to 
voice our strong support for the strategic direction set by federal legislation last year regarding the Upper St. Anthony Falls 
Lock and Dam, and to express concern for the disconnect between the strategy and recent actions by the St. Paul District of 
the Army Corps of Engineers.   
 
The DMNA would like the US Army Corps of Engineers to continue owning and maintaining portions of the Upper St. Anthony 
Falls lock. The Corps' presence is crucial for maintaining drinking water supply, managing flood risk, and monitoring the 
integrity of the lock and dam. One million Twin Cities residents, along with the Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport and 
other essential entities depend on the Upper lock for its water supply. We are extremely skeptical that there is any other 
organization with the financial or organizational capacity to manage this critically important facility.  If the Corps were to 
absolve itself of any responsibility for the lock, the threat to our community's basic infrastructure would be catastrophic. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Disposition Study.  The DMNA respectfully asks the Army Corp of Engineers 
to reconsider is recommendation to fully dispose of the Lock.  We urge the Army Corps to abandon its proposal for full 
disposition. Instead, the Corps should expedite the transfer of some land for public access while retaining permanent 
ownership of the remaining property. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this letter, please feel free to contact me at christie@thedmna.org, or 320-583-4573.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Christie Rock Hantge 
DMNA Neighborhood Coordinator  
 
CC:  Amanda Wigen, Falls Initiative 

Council Member Steve Fletcher 
Council Member Lisa Goodman 
Pam McCrea, DMNA Board Chair 
Kevin Frazell, DMNA Board Liaison to the Land Use Committee 
LB Guthrie, DMNA Land Use Committee Vice Chair  
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