
Proposed Resolution for the DMNA (Downtown Minneapolis Neighborhood 

Association) to be the leaseholder of the police substation at 205 Park Ave, the 

Vicinity Apartment Bldg. 

 

At the DMNA Board meeting on January 21, 2020, the following resolution was 

proposed to the Board: 

 Whereas:  The mission of the DMNA is to promote the common good and 

general welfare of the residents, businesses, and employees of downtown 

Minneapolis; 

 Whereas:  The issues of public safety and positive relations with MPD 

(Minneapolis Police Department) are important for the downtown neighborhood; 

 Whereas: The DMNA desires to provide space for the MPD to operate a 

police substation in the Mill City/Downtown East neighborhood; 

 Whereas: The MPD has declined entering into a written agreement with 

the DMNA to operate a substation at the Vicinity; 

 Whereas:  The DMNA has determined that the MPD does not enter into 

such written agreements with other neighborhood associations; 

 Whereas: The DMNA is relying in good faith on the MPD’s representations 

that it will use the space as a police substation;  

 Whereas: It is the judgment of the DMNA that the MPD substation will 

enhance the police presence in the neighborhood, address public safety, foster 

positive relationships between MPD and the residential community, provide a 

physical space to assist with local outreach, result in stronger relationships 

between local business and police, allow MPD’s Homeless Initiative officers a base 

of operation, and will, in numerous other ways, be of benefit in having a presence 

in the neighborhood;  

 Whereas: The substation will be available for use by any licensed 

Minnesota peace officer (police officer), including Minneapolis’ Park Police, 

Hennepin County Sheriff’s Dept., Metro Transit Police, and police officers who are 

hired by private individuals or businesses for security work in the neighborhood;  



 Whereas: It is the DMNA’s fiduciary responsibility to use its best business 

judgment in evaluating whether supporting the MPD is in its best business 

judgment and has determined that it is; 

 Whereas: The DMNA has reviewed the alternatives and is of the belief that 

it is the best organization to sponsor the MPD substation. 

 Whereas: The DMNA recognizes its fiduciary duties and has completed a 

due diligence review of expected costs affiliated with the substation; 

 Whereas: The DMNA has determined that providing liability and property 

insurance for the substation at approximately $1,450.00/year is reasonable and in 

accordance with the DMNA’s fiduciary responsibilities; 

 Whereas: Joe Tamburino and Douglas Craven have further committed to 

a one-time donation of $2,500.00 each ($5,000.00 total) toward the maintenance 

and upkeep of the substation, an amount which the DMNA finds to be reasonable 

for start-up costs for the space; 

 Whereas:  From the $5,000, Joe Tamburino and Douglas Craven will purchase 

supplies and furniture for the substation. 

 Whereas:   Joe Tamburino and Doug Craven have committed to annual 

fundraisers to further support maintenance and upkeep of the substation. 

 Whereas:  The DMNA understand that beyond its $1,450.00 annual 

insurance costs, it may incur costs above the amounts that Joe Tamburino and 

Doug Craven will raise and donate. 

 Whereas:   The DMNA is relying on Sherman Associates’ (owner of the 

Vicinity apartments) agreement to cover utility costs at the substation including 

heat, electricity, water, air conditioning, internet, trash removal, and gas, thus 

limiting DMNA’s operating costs. 

 Whereas:   The DMNA assumes no responsibility for the cost of phones for 

the MPD officers or other personnel using the substation. 

 Whereas:   The DMNA understands that it will be financially responsible for 

seeing that costs for maintenance and upkeep of the substation are paid; 



 Whereas:   The DMNA understands that it must budget for seen or 

unforeseen costs related to the police substation; 

 Whereas: The DMNA finds a 5-year lease with a payment of $1.00/year 

with Sherman Associates (owner of Vicinity Apartments) for the substation to be 

reasonable; and 

 Whereas:  The DMNA finds that supporting the substation is within its 

mission statement and beneficial to the residents, employees, visitors, and 

business owners in downtown Minneapolis. 

 Whereas:  The DMNA understands that funding for insurance, furniture, 

maintenance and upkeep must be in place before signing the agreement with 

Sherman. 

 

RESOLVED:  

 Based on the above understanding,  the DMNA agrees to be the leaseholder 

for the MPD substation, will provide liability and property insurance during the 5-

year lease, will not be responsible for furnishing the MPD substation, will 

administer the funds donated by Joe Tamburino and Doug Craven for maintenance 

and upkeep of the substation, and will be financially responsible for seeing that 

costs for maintenance and upkeep of the substation are paid. 

 


